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Mizuma Art Gallery is pleased to present the first solo exhibition in
Japan of lwan Effendi (b. 1979), an esteemed artist based in Yogyakarta,
Indonesia.

Effendi studied visual arts at the Indonesian University of Education
(Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia, UPI) in Bandung and, later, at the
Yogyakarta campus of the Indonesian Institute of the Arts (Institut Seni
Indonesia Yogyakarta, ISI), where he met Maria Tri Sulistyani who would
later become his wife. In 2006, they co-founded the puppet theatre
company Papermoon Puppet Theatre. Their puppet shows, which do not
rely on words, use papier-maché puppets described as cute, eerie, and
grotesque to captivate audiences by exploring themes of identity and
social issues through compelling storytelling.

Primarily serving as a puppet designer, Effendi begins by drawing rough
sketches, from which he determines details such as the character's age,
gender, size, and appearance, refining his drawings along the way. He
then creates a three-dimensional base for the puppet using paper and
clay. For the artist, the process of finding the appropriate expression for
the puppet is always the most important and challenging task.

In puppet theatre, even with a still expression, a puppet can convey a
wide range of emotions through gestures, sound, and lighting. Effendi
continues to explore how to eloquently and dynamically express these
complex emotions two-dimensionally.

This exhibition will showcase paintings and drawings inspired by
characters from Papermoon's puppet shows, alongside puppets and
masks, presented as an installation. We hope visitors will experience
the "expressions" of the puppets that Iwan Effendi has reached and has
been fascinated by for many years.
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As a co-artistic director and puppet designer at (Papermoon) puppet
theatre productions, I've come to appreciate how facial expressions
serve as the gateway for our audience's emotional investment in our
puppets. These expressions, which I've dubbed ‘The Daydreaming Face’,
are the key to bringing our puppets to life and telling their stories. They
are not mere stillness, but a transformative tool that can convey a
multitude of meanings to each viewer.

My exploration of the artistic possibilities for Papermoon’s Mwathirika in
2010 was a personal journey. It was a puppet performance that delved
into the themes of loss and fear, inspired by the political turmoil in
Indonesia in the 60s. It was during this time that | felt the need to define
the wide range of emotions in the motionless face of the puppet, leading
to the birth of the ‘Daydreaming Face’ concept.

Researching and interviewing people about their stories during the
historic event, made me realize what kind of expressions | should put on
the characters. | sense that before they express sadness in their story, they
already remember sad things in particular contexts, and it is the
expression they show at the point of remembering that | found
enigmatic, a preload moment, the moment before the expression is
loaded on their face, the moment that the daydreaming face itself
appears.

That flat, empty, daydreaming face seems like a passive expression but,
on the other hand, those expressions can articulate many emotions,

acting as a mirror to the audience.

- lwan Effendi, May 2024







Tupu

2024

Charcoal, soft pastel, acrylic on canvas
XX INRIIR R TIIRAT )V

162 x 130 x 3 cm



Tala

2024

Charcoal, soft pastel, acrylic on canvas
Fr LV INAKIR Y TR RAT )V

60.6 x 72.7 x 2.5 cm



Baba

2024

Charcoal, soft pastel, acrylic on canvas
FX NIRRT INAT IV

162 x 130 x 3 cm



The Visitor #9
2019
Papier-maché, washi, marble, rattan, cloth, plywood,

wood, aluminium and strap
RO IR E— R R AT ANV R TV AT YT
90 x 24 x 18 cm

The Visitor #12

2019

Papier-maché, washi, marble, rattan, cloth, plywood,
wood, aluminium and strap

BROF I E—F B A RV R TV AR YT
132 x 35 x23 cm






Moyo

2024

Charcoal and soft pastel on canvas
Fr U INAIIR R TISAT )V

91 x72.7 x2.5 cm



The Spectator 3
2024

Charcoal and soft pastel on canvas
FXNAIARRE LV TINAT IV
72.7x91 x2.5 cm







Over lllumination

2024

Charcoal and soft pastel on canvas
Fr L NAIRR T SAT

91 x72.7 x 2.5 cm



Collate Series

2024

Charcoal and soft pastel on canvas
FXNAIRRE Y TINAT IV

91 x72.7 x 2.5 cm



The Breath

2024

Charcoal and soft pastel on canvas
FXNAIRRE Y TINAT IV
116.7 x 91 x 2.5 cm






Lacuna

2024

Charcoal and soft pastel on canvas
FrVINACKRIR YV TIRAT Y
116.7 x 91 x 2.5 cm



Corporeal Contact

2024

Charcoal and soft pastel on canvas
FXNAIARGVTIINAT )V
116.7 x 91 x 2.5 cm



Haki

2024

Charcoal and soft pastel on canvas
FXNAIARGVTIINAT )V
116.7 x 91 x 2.5 cm



Puno

2024

Charcoal and soft pastel on canvas
FXNAIRRE Y TINAT IV
103 x 50 x 2.5 cm



Recollection

2024

Charcoal on paper

MU R

10 pieces, each 34.5 x 24.5 cm (unframed), 38 x 27.2 x 3 cm (framed)






Enigmatic

2024

Papier-maché, washi, marble, rattan, cloth, plywood, wood, aluminium and strap
R AR E—F B AR R TV AN T

78 x 24 x 20 cm and 20.5 x 15.5 x 10 cm (mask)






Dibalik Boneka

2022

Single-channel animated charcoal drawing video
YTNF XN RIRRA—A 2T T Z A= a E7F
4 mins 56 secs

Edition of 3 plus 1 artist's proof (#2/3)



Masking #1-6

2024

Papier-maché, marble, washi and plywood
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20.5 x 15.5 x 10 cm, 20.5 x 15 x 10.5 cm, 20.5 x 15.5 x 11 cm,
20.5x16x 11 cm, 20.5x 16 x11.5cm, 20x 16 x 11.5 cm
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Iwan Effendi & Maria Tri Sulistyani’s Puppet Performance from 6 July, 2024 can be watched here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jEuyVzdrwjY &t=109s

ATV ITTIVTADAVZEI—FEIFTESKNTEWNRITET,

Iwan Effendi’s full interview video can be watched here:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7gt4POgEn_0






